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DAVID  WALKER
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There is no better or more thoroughly researched examination of Australian

representations of Asia than Anxious Nation. This scholarly, often witty account

of a settler society perched on the edge of Asia is essential reading for Indians

with an interest in Australia’s complex, troubled and often anxious response to

Asia. - Dipesh Chakrabarty, Lawrence A. Kimpton DistinguishedDipesh Chakrabarty, Lawrence A. Kimpton DistinguishedDipesh Chakrabarty, Lawrence A. Kimpton DistinguishedDipesh Chakrabarty, Lawrence A. Kimpton DistinguishedDipesh Chakrabarty, Lawrence A. Kimpton Distinguished
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Anxious Nation is a sensitive, subtle interpretation of Australia’s responses to Asia

and the role India has played in the self-definition of Australia and in shaping

the colonial legacy that haunts the country . . . . Australia’s India may not have

much to do with the India that Indians know, but it has supplied a distinctive

cartography of the Australian self. - Ashis Nandy, Senior HonoraryAshis Nandy, Senior HonoraryAshis Nandy, Senior HonoraryAshis Nandy, Senior HonoraryAshis Nandy, Senior Honorary

FFFFFelloelloelloelloellowwwww, Centr, Centr, Centr, Centr, Centre fe fe fe fe for the Sor the Sor the Sor the Sor the Study of Devtudy of Devtudy of Devtudy of Devtudy of Developing Socieeloping Socieeloping Socieeloping Socieeloping Societies, Nties, Nties, Nties, Nties, Neeeeew Delhiw Delhiw Delhiw Delhiw Delhi

DaDaDaDaDavid Wvid Wvid Wvid Wvid Walkalkalkalkalkererererer is Professor of Australian Studies at Deakin University, Melbourne,

Australia and a Visiting Professor in the School of Foreign Studies at Renmin

University, Beijing. Professor Walker has given keynote addresses to conferences in

New Delhi, Kolkata and Pune and is a member of the Indian Association for the Study

of Australia. He is a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia and the

Australian Academy of the Humanities. He has written  extensively on Australian

representations of Asia from the nineteenth century to the present. Anxious Nation was

awarded the Ernest Scott Prize for History in 2001 and has been translated into

Chinese. In February 2010 David Walker will take up the “Distinguished Visiting

Chair in Australian Studies” at the University of Copenhagen, Denmark.
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REVIEWS

Anxious Nation . . . is a beautifully controlled work, impressive in its breadth and subtlety

and in its scholarship. It makes use of an unusual range of evidence, from literature and

visual art to records of trade and diplomacy. It is especially effective in its finely nuanced

account of attitudes to race. It thus adds very considerably to our understanding of

Australia’s long relationship with eastern and southern Asia and also the complexities of

racism, past and present. - CitCitCitCitCitation fation fation fation fation for the or the or the or the or the ErnesErnesErnesErnesErnest Scot Scot Scot Scot Scott Prize ftt Prize ftt Prize ftt Prize ftt Prize for Hisor Hisor Hisor Hisor Histttttororororor y 200y 200y 200y 200y 20011111

Walker has mapped out an entire field and shifted the discussion of our relationship with

multiple Asias nearer to the centre of historical debate. - Eureka StreetEureka StreetEureka StreetEureka StreetEureka Street

This book is one of those rare academic products that manages to combine intellectual

challenge, excellent research, and a thoroughly engaging style . . . . Walker contextualises

his examination of Australia’s evolving socio-cultural environment directly with the

emergence of various configurations of “Asia.” - Asian SAsian SAsian SAsian SAsian Studies Rtudies Rtudies Rtudies Rtudies Reeeeevievievievieviewwwww

Although Anxious Nation is about Australian perceptions of and discourse about Asia from

1850 to 1939, it places the issue in the wider intellectual framework of English-speaking

countries. Those concerned with past and present relations with Asia and those who teach

Asian studies in these countries will find the book interesting for its sources and

arguments, as well as for comparative purposes. - The Journal of Asian StudiesThe Journal of Asian StudiesThe Journal of Asian StudiesThe Journal of Asian StudiesThe Journal of Asian Studies

David Walker’s book should be read by everyone who seeks to comment on Australia’s

relations with Asia, or who wants to understand the Australian national experience. - TheTheTheTheThe

International History ReviewInternational History ReviewInternational History ReviewInternational History ReviewInternational History Review

Anxious Nation should contribute in a major way to the reshaping, the reconfiguring, of

Australian studies. It shifts Australian perceptions of Asia from the margins to the centre

of any concerns with the history—intellectual, cultural, political or diplomatic histories—of

the nation. - Journal of Australian StudiesJournal of Australian StudiesJournal of Australian StudiesJournal of Australian StudiesJournal of Australian Studies

A thorough and entertaining summation of the discourse between Australia and Asia and

an excellent primer, a sweeping but considered overview of the cultural influences that

continue to dictate many aspects of that discourse. - The AgeThe AgeThe AgeThe AgeThe Age

Professor Walker’s richly crafted narrative is the result of many years of research, thought

and experience. Written in lucid, engaging, prose, Anxious Nation charts Australia’s

projections of Asia from the earliest notions of the antique orient to nascent articulations

of Pacific citizenship, from the popularity of exquisite Japanese arts and crafts to the

spiritualism of the Indian sub continent . . . . - Richard Nile, Director, Institute forRichard Nile, Director, Institute forRichard Nile, Director, Institute forRichard Nile, Director, Institute forRichard Nile, Director, Institute for
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Was Australia destined to be European, Asian or Aboriginal? This book impressively

combines the personal and the political; it makes sense of spatial and racial anxieties by

exploring Australians’ broader sense of their region. Drawing on history, science and

literature, David Walker tells of Australia’s real and imagined encounters with Asia. He

provides us with a deep perspective on our current debates over population,

environmental limits, multiculturalism and the legitimacy of Australian settlement. This

is a searching history of ideas and intrigue that probes the political and literary dimensions

of blood, heat, sun, nerves, sex and dreams. Feverish fears and imaginings are reviewed

with sensitivity and cool eloquence. - TTTTTom Grifom Grifom Grifom Grifom Grif fffff iths, Hisiths, Hisiths, Hisiths, Hisiths, Histttttororororor y Pry Pry Pry Pry Progrogrogrogrogram, Ram, Ram, Ram, Ram, Researesearesearesearesearccccch Sch Sch Sch Sch Schoolhoolhoolhoolhool

of Social Sciences, Australian National Universityof Social Sciences, Australian National Universityof Social Sciences, Australian National Universityof Social Sciences, Australian National Universityof Social Sciences, Australian National University

David Walker’s Anxious Nation is the ripe and delicious fruit of years of steady research and

acute observation. His Story of Australian fascination for, entanglement with and

interdependence on “Asia” is brilliantly conceived and superbly crafted. This important

book is not only timely but witty and wise. - John J. Eddy, SJ, Head, AustralianJohn J. Eddy, SJ, Head, AustralianJohn J. Eddy, SJ, Head, AustralianJohn J. Eddy, SJ, Head, AustralianJohn J. Eddy, SJ, Head, Australian

Institute of Jesuit StudiesInstitute of Jesuit StudiesInstitute of Jesuit StudiesInstitute of Jesuit StudiesInstitute of Jesuit Studies

An engrossing narrative, and sobering, about Australia’s engrossed relationship with

those polymorphous perverse places known as “Asia.” Timely, engaging and highly

recommended. - Hazel RHazel RHazel RHazel RHazel Rooooowlewlewlewlewleyyyyy, W, W, W, W, Writritritritriter and Biogrer and Biogrer and Biogrer and Biogrer and Biographerapherapherapherapher
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